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rented Salford forge, near Eorristown, where he remained three
years. His grandson, G. Dawson Coleman, has in his possession a
document of rare interest, illustrative of Eevolutionary experiences
at Salford forge. It is indorsed: "Kobert Coleman/s memorial,
presented August 26th, 1776, asking permission for his clerk and
three forgemen be exempted from marching with the army to
Amboy." It represented that the memorialist was an officer in
Colonel Potts's battalion, and was then on his march to Amboy;
that he had rented a forge for three years at a rental of "two hun-
dred a year," the lease of which would expire in three months;
and that the "principal part" of his workmen were Associators,
who, if obliged to march with the militia, would cause him great
loss and entirely prevent him from working up his stock in hand.
The request of Mr. Coleman was granted the same day by the
Council of Safety, to whom it was addressed. While at this forge
Mr. Coleman manufactured chain bars, which were designed to
span the Delaware river for the defense of Philadelphia against
the approach of the enemy's fleet. From Salford forge Mr. Cole-
man removed in 1776 to Elizabeth furnace, which he first rented
and afterwards purchased. In 1809 he retired from active busi-
ness and removed to Lancaster, where he died August 14, 1825,
aged almost 77 years. His remains rest in the Episcopal burying-
ground. During his long life he held various positions of honor.
He served with credit as an officer in the Pennsylvania militia
during the Eevolution; was a member of the State Convention
which framed the Constitution of 1790; was for several years a
member of the State Legislature; raised and commanded a troop
of cavalry during the whisky insurrection; was a Presidential
elector at-large in 1792, and a Presidential elector for his Con-
gressional district in 1796; and for nearly twenty years was an
associate judge for Lancaster county. For more than a quar-
ter of a century he was the most prominent ironmaster in the
State. Mrs. Coleman, who was born in 1756, survived her hus-
band many years, dying in 1844, aged 88 years.

We are unable to give much information about James Old.
Like many other Pennsylvania ironmasters of his day, he was a
native of Wales. He was unquestionably a man of great enter-
prise and a most successful ironmaster. Mr. Old was a member
of the Legislature in 1791,1792, and 1793. He married Margaret
Davies, daughter of Gabriel Davies, who bore him seven children,
sons and daughters, but it is probable that he has now no living